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As you read each paragraph of the essays, use the questions below to help you fully understand and connect with the text.  LINK TO QUESTIONS:  goo.gl/kAPXKr
“Powder”
Paragraphs 1-3
1. Why was the narrator going to Mount Baker? _______________________________________________
2. Who is Thelonious Monk? ______________________________________________________________
3. Based on evidence from paragraph 2, how does the father react when he looks at his watch?  What emotion is he feeling? _________________________________________________________________
4. What is an Austin Healey? ______________________________________________________________
5. By the end of paragraph 3, what does the narrator long for?  What evidence can you cite to support this? 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Paragraphs 4-10
6. What is the narrator feeling?  Cite evidence to support your answer. _____________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
7. What dilemma do the narrator and his father run into?  What caused this dilemma? _________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Paragraphs 11-16
8. Why won’t the mother forgive the father?  What special circumstances are there? __________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
9. How do you know the father is nervous? ___________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Paragraphs 17-19
10. The narrator and his father go to the diner to wait.  What are they waiting for? _____________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
11. In paragraph 19, the father says, “Now you’re an accomplice.”  What does he mean? _______________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Paragraphs 20-24
12. At the end of paragraph 20, the narrator says, “I clamped them between my knees.”  Why does he do this? _______________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]____________________________________________________________________________________
Paragraphs 25-27
13. Using evidence from paragraphs 21-25, infer how the father feels about his decision.  How do you know? ______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
14. Why does the father tell the narrator that he is a good driver? __________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________



Paragraphs 28-32
15. Where were the narrator and his father driving? Did the narrator feel confident about it? _____________
____________________________________________________________________________________
16. How has the weather changed since the beginning of the story? ________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Paragraphs 33-34
17. How does the narrator describe himself in paragraph 33?  What is one example he cites to support that? 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
18. How would you describe the father?  Why? ________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
19. In paragraph 34, what can you infer about the narrator’s feelings toward his father. _________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
